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Republican Leader Statement on Senate Floor Session Recess
Republicans are Committed to Defending Transparency

SALEM, Ore. — Today, Senator Suzanne Weber (R-Tillamook) made a point of
order on the Senate floor that HB 2285 fails to meet readability standards laid out in
subsection 5 of Senate Rule 13.02 and Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) ORS 171.134. This
bill, and many others, are unlawful and we will not pass them.

Article IV, Section 21 of the Oregon Constitution requires every legislative act to be
“plainly worded, avoiding as far as practicable the use of technical terms”. Subsection 5
of Senate Rule 13.02 requires all measure summaries to comply with ORS 171.134 which
requires all measure summaries prepared by the Legislative Assembly to “be written in a
manner that results in a score of at least 60 on the Flesch readability test.”

“Government attorneys are required to write bill summaries in clear and simple
language so every Oregonian can understand what their elected representatives are
doing in the Legislature. This is made clear in Senate Rules, in Oregon’s Constitution,
and further clarified in statute. We will not conduct business until a remedy is agreed
upon. Transparency and accountability are required for our system to thrive. We have
been very clear about this since the start of session and our commitment was further
exemplified in today’s point of order,” said Senate Republican Leader Tim Knopp
(R-Bend).

The Senate is standing in recess until there is a legal ruling from the presiding officer.

#HEH


https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/secretary-of-senate/Documents/2023%20Oregon%20Senate%20Rules.pdf
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_171.134
https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/exhibits/constitution/Documents/transcribed-1857-oregon-constitution.pdf#:~:text=21.-No%20ex-post%20facto%20law%2C%20or%20law%20impairing%20the,not%2C%20upon%20a%20vote%20of%20the%20electors%20interested.-

